
 

 

                                       Sunday 18th December 2022 

  

                          Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 

              

Today’s Gospel reading:  Matthew 1: 18-25 

 

During Advent, we have been thinking about the different people who pointed the way 

to Jesus.  We have thought about the patriarchs, the prophets and John the Baptist 

and today we especially remember Mary, the mother of Jesus.  Our Gospel reading is St 

Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus.  Matthew reminds us about Joseph’s part in 

the story too. 

  

      How did Joseph know that God wanted him to marry Mary? 

 

     How many candles are lit on the Advent wreath today?   

 

   Lighting the fourth candle means that Christmas is nearly here!  

   Are you ready for Christmas?  Ready to welcome Jesus, Emmanuel, “God with us”?  

   The most important message of Christmas is that God came to be with us and still      

   comes to be with us.   

 

       The prayer for lighting the fourth candle on the Advent wreath makes a good 

prayer for us this coming week: 

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle: to you be praise and glory for ever! 

Your light has shone in our darkened world through the child-bearing of blessed Mary; 

grant that we who have seen your glory may daily be renewed in your image and 

prepared like her for the coming of your Son, who is the Lord and Saviour of all. Blessed 

be God for ever.  Amen.  



 

 

“Emmanuel” is one name we use for Jesus. 

Starting on 17th December, we use the “O Antiphons” to remember other names for 

Jesus – one every day.  These are ancient liturgical responses, sung or recited as part 

of our regular Church prayers.  In the diagram below are the Latin versions of the 

antiphons for each day from 17th until 23rd December – right up til Christmas Eve.   

 

 

Translated into Welsh and English, we say:  

O Ddoethineb!                   O Wisdom!  

O Adonai!                          O Adonai!        

O Wreiddyn Jesse!             O Root of Jesse!  

O Allwedd Dafydd!             O Key of David! 

O Wawrdddydd!                 O Dayspring! 

O Frenin y Cenhedloedd!     O King of the Nations! 

O Immanuel!                    O Emmanuel!              

 

 

Which is your favourite?  Maybe you could design a symbolic picture for that name? 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


